
The Importance of a National Dementia Plan in Brazil

Paola Barbarino, CEO
Alzheimer’s Disease International



About ADI
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• Established in 1984

• Umbrella organisation of 105 Alzheimer and 
dementia associations around the world. 

• Federação Brasileira das Associações de 
Alzheimer (Febraz) is ADI’s Member in Brazil.

• We represent our members at the WHO, the 
UN, OECD and other global and regional 
bodies. 

• Promoter of World Alzheimer’s Month and 
Publisher of the World Alzheimer Report and 
others.

Our vision is prevention, care and 
inclusion today, and cure tomorrow



Our Strategy
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Global Impact of Dementia
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WHO Global Action Plan
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National Dementia Plans
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Why National 
Dementia Plans?



National Dementia Plans
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Spotlight on PAHO
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• 8 countries in PAHO region have national 
plans, although not all sufficiently funded 
and operational. These include:

• 7 countries within the region are currently 
developing a National Dementia Plan

• However Large gaps remain



Spotlight on Brazil
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• Dementia was the 2nd leading cause of 
death in individuals aged 70 and above in 
2016.

• 1.8 million people were expected to be living 
in Brazil with dementia in 2019. 

• This figure is expected to rise to 5.6 million 
by 2030

• Brazil does not currently have a National 
Dementia Plan.  

• Brazil was one of seven countries to 
participate in Strengthening responses to 
dementia (STRIDE)



World Alzheimer Reports
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World Alzheimer Report 2019
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• The report reveals the results of the largest 
attitudes to dementia survey ever undertaken, 
with almost 70,000 people across 155 
countries and territories completing the survey. 

• Brazil was the largest respondent to the survey 
of any country. 



Conclusion
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• We wish to thank the Senate of Brazil for inviting 
Alzheimer’s Disease International to speak 
during this public hearing.

• Brazil is one of the most populous countries in 
the world and the largest in South America, it has 
the capacity to be a leader in this area and show 
smaller nations that it can be done. 

• Accordingly, it is our hope that Brazil will prioritise 
dementia during its upcoming presidency of the 
G20 in 2024.

• We hope that together you will do all that you can 
to expedite progress towards the development 
and implementation of a National Dementia Plan. 
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